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A highly influential Sudanese reformist thinker, Mahmud Muhammad Taha is
regarded as a product of a dual legacy rooted in mystical Islam on the one hand
and in the tradition of modernity on the other. Publicly executed in 1985
folowing his conviction of apostasy, Taha offered distinctly original
interpretations of the Qur’an and a radical theory of Islamic prayer. In Quest for
Divinity, Mohamed Mahmoud presents an in-depth and balanced treatment of
Taha’s controversial yet significant thought. The author’s ability to provide
access to relevant literature in both Arabic and English offers readers a rare view
of the considerable nuance in Taha’s thought. With rich detail Mahmoud
explores Taha’s theories of human freedom and his social message, referred to as
"the second message of Islam" with its emphasis on political, economic, and
social equality. Taha’s embrace of modernity is further assessed relative to his
position on science, law, and art-areas that have always attracted Muslim
modernists.

Quest for Divinity will attract attention to Taha’s compelling but little-known
intellectual contribution as a seminal modern reformer of Islam. Such recognition
is long overdue and will enrich the current debates on Islam and modernity.
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A highly influential Sudanese reformist thinker, Mahmud Muhammad Taha is regarded as a product of a
dual legacy rooted in mystical Islam on the one hand and in the tradition of modernity on the other. Publicly
executed in 1985 folowing his conviction of apostasy, Taha offered distinctly original interpretations of the
Qur’an and a radical theory of Islamic prayer. In Quest for Divinity, Mohamed Mahmoud presents an in-
depth and balanced treatment of Taha’s controversial yet significant thought. The author’s ability to provide
access to relevant literature in both Arabic and English offers readers a rare view of the considerable nuance
in Taha’s thought. With rich detail Mahmoud explores Taha’s theories of human freedom and his social
message, referred to as "the second message of Islam" with its emphasis on political, economic, and social
equality. Taha’s embrace of modernity is further assessed relative to his position on science, law, and art-
areas that have always attracted Muslim modernists.

Quest for Divinity will attract attention to Taha’s compelling but little-known intellectual contribution as a
seminal modern reformer of Islam. Such recognition is long overdue and will enrich the current debates on
Islam and modernity.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Mohamed Mahmoud does an excellent job of explaining the ideas of a significant but little-known Muslim
thinker. Taha's thought is an important alternative to the ideas of Muslim militants and Mahmoud's book is
essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the full spectrum of contemporary Muslim thought." -
John Voll, Associate Director, Prince Alwaleed Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding, Georgetown
University"

About the Author
Mohamed A. Mahmoud is associate professor of religion at Tufts University. He has written numerous
journal articles on Islamic studies and is the coeditor of Islam and Modernity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Georgia Hernandez:

The particular book Quest for Divinity: A Critical Examination of the Thought of Mahmud Muhammad Taha
(Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East) will bring you to definitely the new experience
of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see,
this book very acceptable to you. The book Quest for Divinity: A Critical Examination of the Thought of
Mahmud Muhammad Taha (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Bernadine Parker:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Quest for Divinity: A Critical
Examination of the Thought of Mahmud Muhammad Taha (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the
Middle East) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Ivan Dinkel:

You can obtain this Quest for Divinity: A Critical Examination of the Thought of Mahmud Muhammad Taha
(Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing
or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In
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the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Thomas Busch:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Quest for Divinity: A Critical
Examination of the Thought of Mahmud Muhammad Taha (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the
Middle East) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Quest for Divinity: A Critical Examination of the
Thought of Mahmud Muhammad Taha (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East) can to
be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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