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For over 40 years, Porsche’s legendary 911 has ruled the realm of sports cars.
The Porsche 911 is the benchmark. The 911 recently celebrated its 40th
anniversary, making it one of the longest-running models currently in production
from any manufacturer. A leader on the race track as well as the street, it posted
an outright, overall victory at the 24 Hours of Daytona in 2003, beating
Corvettes, Ferraris, and even purpose-built Daytona Prototype race cars. This,
despite the fact the 911’s rear-engine configuration was long ago rejected by
rivals. Why does it hold such a coveted spot at the pinnacle of the sports car
world? In Porsche 911: Perfection by Design, best-selling author/photographer
and noted Porsche historian Randy Leffingwell adeptly answers this question,
tracing the amazing story of its development and rise to international success,
from the 1963 Type 901 through 2005 models. In tandem, he weaves the racing
911’s rich history, where it reigned victorious at Le Mans, Daytona and many
more of the world’s most prestigious races. With more than 350 pages and 300
vivid color and black and white photographs, this amazing hard-cover book
showcases why the 911 continues to impress enthusiasts and engineers alike.
Leffingwell interviewed dozens of former and current Porsche engineers,
designers and executives – including Ferdinand “Butzi” Porsche, the father of the
911 – as well as Porsche competitors (who used the 911 as a benchmark for their
own designs) to create a true, hands-on anecdotal history of the 911. Straight
from the key players and decision-makers, he explains: “This book is an inside
story of how the 911 came to be what it was, what it is now and how it moved
through 40-plus years of evolution, growth and improvement.” A jaw-dropping
and unprecedented collection of 911s between two covers (Leffingwell and
David Newhardt’s stunning, full-page, color photography features more than 80
Porsche 911s) complements the text, enticing readers to an up-close-and-personal
view of these exotic, wish-list cars.
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For over 40 years, Porsche’s legendary 911 has ruled the realm of sports cars. The Porsche 911 is the
benchmark. The 911 recently celebrated its 40th anniversary, making it one of the longest-running models
currently in production from any manufacturer. A leader on the race track as well as the street, it posted an
outright, overall victory at the 24 Hours of Daytona in 2003, beating Corvettes, Ferraris, and even purpose-
built Daytona Prototype race cars. This, despite the fact the 911’s rear-engine configuration was long ago
rejected by rivals. Why does it hold such a coveted spot at the pinnacle of the sports car world? In Porsche
911: Perfection by Design, best-selling author/photographer and noted Porsche historian Randy Leffingwell
adeptly answers this question, tracing the amazing story of its development and rise to international success,
from the 1963 Type 901 through 2005 models. In tandem, he weaves the racing 911’s rich history, where it
reigned victorious at Le Mans, Daytona and many more of the world’s most prestigious races. With more
than 350 pages and 300 vivid color and black and white photographs, this amazing hard-cover book
showcases why the 911 continues to impress enthusiasts and engineers alike. Leffingwell interviewed dozens
of former and current Porsche engineers, designers and executives – including Ferdinand “Butzi” Porsche,
the father of the 911 – as well as Porsche competitors (who used the 911 as a benchmark for their own
designs) to create a true, hands-on anecdotal history of the 911. Straight from the key players and decision-
makers, he explains: “This book is an inside story of how the 911 came to be what it was, what it is now and
how it moved through 40-plus years of evolution, growth and improvement.” A jaw-dropping and
unprecedented collection of 911s between two covers (Leffingwell and David Newhardt’s stunning, full-
page, color photography features more than 80 Porsche 911s) complements the text, enticing readers to an
up-close-and-personal view of these exotic, wish-list cars.
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Editorial Review

Review

Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car, April 2006
“Porsche 911 lovers are in no way lacking for printed reading material. A glance at the average bookseller’s
shelf may turn up more Porsche books than any other marque. It takes a great deal to set a new 911 book
apart from the crowd, but a near coffee-table-sized format, stylish design and beautiful magazine-style
photography do the trick. Lucky for author Randy Leffingwell, his eye-catching Porsche 911: Perfection by
Design has all the above.”
        

Reader’s Digest holiday gift guide, December 2005
“Want a Porsche? Who doesn’t? But since most of us can’t afford one, here’s the next best thing: a coffee-
table book all about them. Porsche 911 chronicles the sports car’s birth and rise to the top, and has 300-plus
drool-inducing photos.”
    

Excellence, June 2006 (No. 1 Porsche-specific magazine in the U.S.)
“Books on Porsche come and go – but standouts are rare. Porsche 911: Perfection by Design is one … What
really sets this book apart is the way it endeavors to answer a basic question: ‘Why has the rear-engined 911
been so successful in a world that’s relegated its basic layout to automotive history?’ The in-depth research
and telling interviews used to answer that question make this book a bargain at $50.
 
“The story is matched with superb photos. As is often the case with images captured by Leffingwell’s lens,
many are the kind you’ll pore over before turning the page.
 
“Porsche 911: Perfection by Design is worthy of a place on the shelf alongside Ludvigsen, Aichle, Frere and
Sloniger. Think of it as a book that fills in the whys behind the whats of Porsche history – without relying on
tired photos or rehashed history. It will make a fine addition to any Porsche library.”

From the Back Cover

Since the first 911 rolled out from Porsche’s Zuffenhausen assembly plant in 1964, it has defined the term
sports car
. Porsche’s rear-engined wonder has provided driving enthusiasts with the most exhilarating means available
to unwind a twisting road. It has also dominated every form of automobile racing, achieving spectacular
victories at such fabled tracks as Le Mans and Daytona, as well as winning grueling off-road events like the
Paris-Dakar Rally.
 
The 911’s prowess was no accident, though. It is as close to automotive perfection as possible for one simple
reason: Porsche designed the car to be as perfect as humanly possible. By setting such lofty goals for the car,
Porsche has also set the stage for an amazing story, one of challenges and triumphs, all captured by noted
Porsche expert Randy Leffingwell in Porsche 911: Perfection by Design.
 
“It takes a great deal to set a new 911 book apart from the crowd, but a near coffee-table-sized format, stylish
design, and beautiful magazine-style photography do the trick. Porsche 911: Perfection by Design has all the
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above.”—Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car, April 2006
 
“This weighty tome presents the history of the 911 to date in a fact-filled, yet highly readable format. If
you’ve ever wanted to know the full story of the 911, this is your book.”—Evo (UK), December 2005
 
“Books on Porsche come and go – but standouts are rare. Porsche 911: Perfection by Design is one. The in-
depth research and telling interviews make this book a bargain.”—Excellence, June 2006
 
“Want a Porsche? Who doesn’t? But since most of us can’t afford one, here’s the next best thing. Porsche
911 chronicles the sports car’s birth and rise to the top, and has 300-plus drool-inducing photos.”—Reader’s
Digest holiday gift guide, December 2005

About the Author

Randy Leffingwell wrote his first book, American Muscle, in 1989 while still on staff at the Los Angeles
Times. Since then, he has authored another 47 titles for Motorbooks and sister publisher Voyageur Press,
including his most recent Complete Book of Porsche 911 and Corvette 60 Years.He has just finished Porsche
911: Fifty Years, a reexamination of the 911 story based on nearly two dozen new interviews. He lives in
southern California, about 100 miles north of Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Jamison:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this Porsche 911: Perfection by
Design book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Esther Cunningham:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Porsche 911:
Perfection by Design is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Arthur Prince:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Porsche 911: Perfection by
Design can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
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your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Jesus Moreno:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. On the list of books in the top listing in your reading list is Porsche 911: Perfection by Design. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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