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Continuing her highly regarded analysis of Modernism and its relation to earlier
periods of literature and thought, Beryl Schlossman explores secular Modernist
use of female characters--"madonnas of Modernism"--as emblems of forbidden
desire. Although these works appear to depict characters who assume
conventional gender roles, Schlossman asserts, their renderings of scenes of love
ultimately blur gender identity and dissolve it in the text. Through an innovative
use of style, her literary examples articulate an art of seduction and an aesthetic
that transforms, suspends, or erases identity--individual, gender, social, and
cultural.

Schlossman traces the origins of Modernist views on love to Plato's Symposium
and Sappho's poems. She recounts how these works were crucial to the creation
of a Renaissance culture of love, how elements of this culture reappeared in the
Romantic movement, and, finally, how Gustave Flaubert, Charles Baudelaire, W.
B. Yeats, James Joyce, and others reshaped this aspect of Romanticism in their
own writings. According to Schlossman, Flaubert and Baudelaire inaugurated a
Modernist sensibility; in their works eroticism shares secular and religious
qualities. Their figures of love were ultimately reinscribed by Joyce in his texts
of high Modernism, which were themselves influenced by the style of his
precursor Yeats.
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Continuing her highly regarded analysis of Modernism and its relation to earlier periods of literature and
thought, Beryl Schlossman explores secular Modernist use of female characters--"madonnas of Modernism"-
-as emblems of forbidden desire. Although these works appear to depict characters who assume conventional
gender roles, Schlossman asserts, their renderings of scenes of love ultimately blur gender identity and
dissolve it in the text. Through an innovative use of style, her literary examples articulate an art of seduction
and an aesthetic that transforms, suspends, or erases identity--individual, gender, social, and cultural.

Schlossman traces the origins of Modernist views on love to Plato's Symposium and Sappho's poems. She
recounts how these works were crucial to the creation of a Renaissance culture of love, how elements of this
culture reappeared in the Romantic movement, and, finally, how Gustave Flaubert, Charles Baudelaire, W.
B. Yeats, James Joyce, and others reshaped this aspect of Romanticism in their own writings. According to
Schlossman, Flaubert and Baudelaire inaugurated a Modernist sensibility; in their works eroticism shares
secular and religious qualities. Their figures of love were ultimately reinscribed by Joyce in his texts of high
Modernism, which were themselves influenced by the style of his precursor Yeats.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathy Natal:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Objects of Desire: The Madonnas of Modernism
seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
very advantages for you. The publication Objects of Desire: The Madonnas of Modernism is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Objects of
Desire: The Madonnas of Modernism. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Lisa Shumaker:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Objects of Desire: The
Madonnas of Modernism that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Objects of Desire: The Madonnas of Modernism
become your starter.

Charles Anderson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that
need more time to be read. Objects of Desire: The Madonnas of Modernism can be your answer given it can
be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Peter Delaune:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you

PDF File: Objects Of Desire: The Madonnas Of Modernism 3



Read and Download Ebook Objects Of Desire: The Madonnas Of Modernism PDF Public Ebook Library

knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something
by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Objects of Desire: The
Madonnas of Modernism.
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