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Rico 'Little Caesar' Bandello, Michael Corleone, and Tony Soprano are just some
of the onscreen mafia figures that have fascinated audiences since cinema's
inception. Portrayals of the Italian and Italian-American mafia, though, have
differed markedly over time and across multiple
cultures—from the Godfather trilogy to contemporary Italian films, and in works
both by established producers like Martin Scorsese and emerging directors like
Matteo Garrone.

Mafia Movies encourages mafia aficionados to explore the rich variety of classics
and rarities within the genre with provocative analyses of over forty films. The
essays in this volume provide a comprehensive exploration of the myth of the
mafia onscreen, identifying key features and connections to styles such as film
noir, thrillers, and even westerns. Mafia Movies also questions whether there are
uniquely American or Italian ways of depicting the mafia, exploring how
filmmakers from both countries have approached the subject in divergent ways.
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Rico 'Little Caesar' Bandello, Michael Corleone, and Tony Soprano are just some of the onscreen mafia
figures that have fascinated audiences since cinema's inception. Portrayals of the Italian and Italian-
American mafia, though, have differed markedly over time and across multiple
cultures—from the Godfather trilogy to contemporary Italian films, and in works both by established
producers like Martin Scorsese and emerging directors like Matteo Garrone.

Mafia Movies encourages mafia aficionados to explore the rich variety of classics and rarities within the
genre with provocative analyses of over forty films. The essays in this volume provide a comprehensive
exploration of the myth of the mafia onscreen, identifying key features and connections to styles such as film
noir, thrillers, and even westerns. Mafia Movies also questions whether there are uniquely American or
Italian ways of depicting the mafia, exploring how filmmakers from both countries have approached the
subject in divergent ways.
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Editorial Review

Review
‘For the growing number of students and scholars dealing with mafia issues, the collection edited by Dana
Renga is an excellent new resource…it demystifies clichés, it consolidates the genre status of the mafia film,
and proves itself to be an unavoidable reference for future studies in this intriguing field.’ (Nicoletta Pireddu
Quaderni d’Italianistica; vol 32:02:2011)

‘Thought-provoking essays from cultural standpoint… While this collection is specifically dedicated to
Italian-American culture, the breadth of films does justice to the genre as a whole…A very welcome
contribution to the topic of organized crime in cinema.’ (George S. Larke-Walsh Italian American Review,
vol 4:01:2014)

Review
'Mafia Movies is an outstanding guide to a genre that has not yet received full critical attention. The range of
works discussed in these essays is excellent, covering early American movies through to very recent Italian
films. With a splendid introduction by Dana Renga, this immensely rich and informative collection will
surely become an indispensable resource.' (Stephen Gundle, Department of Film and Television Studies,
University of Warwick)

About the Author
Dana Renga is an assistant professor in the Department of French and Italian at the Ohio State University,
and editor of Mafia Movies: A Reader.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cicely Silber:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Mafia Movies: A Reader book
because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Clyde Connell:

Mafia Movies: A Reader can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Mafia Movies: A Reader however
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
pondering.
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Justin Davis:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Mafia Movies: A Reader can give you a lot of
close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Mafia Movies: A Reader.

Carl Fox:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Mafia Movies: A Reader or perhaps
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them
to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Mafia Movies: A
Reader to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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