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Two generations ago, young men and women with only a high-school degree
would have entered the plentiful industrial occupations which then sustained the
middle-class ideal of a male-breadwinner family. Such jobs have all but vanished
over the past forty years, and in their absence ever-growing numbers of young
adults now hold precarious, low-paid jobs with few fringe benefits. Facing such
insecure economic prospects, less-educated young adults are increasingly
forgoing marriage and are having children within unstable cohabiting
relationships. This has created a large marriage gap between them and their more
affluent, college-educated peers. In Labor’s Love Lost, noted sociologist Andrew
Cherlin offers a new historical assessment of the rise and fall of working-class
families in America, demonstrating how momentous social and economic
transformations have contributed to the collapse of this once-stable social class
and what this seismic cultural shift means for the nation’s future.

Drawing from more than a hundred years of census data, Cherlin documents how
today’s marriage gap mirrors that of the Gilded Age of the late-nineteenth
century, a time of high inequality much like our own. Cherlin demonstrates that
the widespread prosperity of working-class families in the mid-twentieth century,
when both income inequality and the marriage gap were low, is the true outlier in
the history of the American family. In fact, changes in the economy, culture, and
family formation in recent decades have been so great that Cherlin suggests that
the working-class family pattern has largely disappeared.

Labor's Love Lost shows that the primary problem of the fall of the working-
class family from its mid-twentieth century peak is not that the male-breadwinner
family has declined, but that nothing stable has replaced it. The breakdown of a
stable family structure has serious consequences for low-income families,
particularly for children, many of whom underperform in school, thereby
reducing their future employment prospects and perpetuating an intergenerational
cycle of economic disadvantage. To address this disparity, Cherlin recommends
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policies to foster educational opportunities for children and adolescents from
disadvantaged families. He also stresses the need for labor market interventions,
such as subsidizing low wages through tax credits and raising the minimum
wage.

Labor's Love Lost provides a compelling analysis of the historical dynamics and
ramifications of the growing number of young adults disconnected from steady,
decent-paying jobs and from marriage. Cherlin’s investigation of today’s
“would-be working class” shines a much-needed spotlight on the struggling
middle of our society in today’s new Gilded Age.
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Two generations ago, young men and women with only a high-school degree would have entered the
plentiful industrial occupations which then sustained the middle-class ideal of a male-breadwinner family.
Such jobs have all but vanished over the past forty years, and in their absence ever-growing numbers of
young adults now hold precarious, low-paid jobs with few fringe benefits. Facing such insecure economic
prospects, less-educated young adults are increasingly forgoing marriage and are having children within
unstable cohabiting relationships. This has created a large marriage gap between them and their more
affluent, college-educated peers. In Labor’s Love Lost, noted sociologist Andrew Cherlin offers a new
historical assessment of the rise and fall of working-class families in America, demonstrating how
momentous social and economic transformations have contributed to the collapse of this once-stable social
class and what this seismic cultural shift means for the nation’s future.

Drawing from more than a hundred years of census data, Cherlin documents how today’s marriage gap
mirrors that of the Gilded Age of the late-nineteenth century, a time of high inequality much like our own.
Cherlin demonstrates that the widespread prosperity of working-class families in the mid-twentieth century,
when both income inequality and the marriage gap were low, is the true outlier in the history of the
American family. In fact, changes in the economy, culture, and family formation in recent decades have been
so great that Cherlin suggests that the working-class family pattern has largely disappeared.

Labor's Love Lost shows that the primary problem of the fall of the working-class family from its mid-
twentieth century peak is not that the male-breadwinner family has declined, but that nothing stable has
replaced it. The breakdown of a stable family structure has serious consequences for low-income families,
particularly for children, many of whom underperform in school, thereby reducing their future employment
prospects and perpetuating an intergenerational cycle of economic disadvantage. To address this disparity,
Cherlin recommends policies to foster educational opportunities for children and adolescents from
disadvantaged families. He also stresses the need for labor market interventions, such as subsidizing low
wages through tax credits and raising the minimum wage.

Labor's Love Lost provides a compelling analysis of the historical dynamics and ramifications of the growing
number of young adults disconnected from steady, decent-paying jobs and from marriage. Cherlin’s
investigation of today’s “would-be working class” shines a much-needed spotlight on the struggling middle
of our society in today’s new Gilded Age.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Andrew J. Cherlin is the Benjamin H. Griswold III Professor of Public Policy in the Department of
Sociology at the Johns Hopkins University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carol Rodgers:

With other case, little people like to read book Labor's Love Lost: The Rise and Fall of the Working-Class
Family in America. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important the book Labor's Love Lost: The Rise and Fall of the Working-Class Family in America.
You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's examine.

Christina Lazarus:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Labor's Love Lost: The Rise and Fall of the
Working-Class Family in America is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Robert Hatch:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended to you is Labor's Love Lost: The Rise and Fall of the Working-Class Family in
America this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is
why this book ideal all of you.
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Desiree Grajeda:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book Labor's Love Lost: The Rise and Fall of the Working-Class Family in America we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book Labor's
Love Lost: The Rise and Fall of the Working-Class Family in America. You can more appealing than now.
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