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As the foremost white West Indian writer of this century and author of the widely
acclaimed novel Wide Sargasso Sea, Jean Rhys (1890-1979) has attracted much
critical attention, most often from the perspective of gender analysis. Veronica
Gregg extends our critical appreciation of Rhys by analyzing the complex
relationship between Rhys's identity and the structures of her fiction, and she
reveals the ways in which this relationship is connected to the history of British
colonization of the West Indies. Gregg focuses on Rhys as a writer--a Creole
woman analyzing the question of identity through literary investigations of race,
gender, and colonialism. Arguing that history itself can be a site where different
narratives collide and compete, she explores Rhys's rewriting of the historical
discourses of the West Indies and of European canonical texts, such as Rhys's
treatment of Jane Eyre in Wide Sargasso Sea. Gregg's analysis also reveals the
precision with which Rhys crafted her work and her preoccupation with writing
as performance.
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As the foremost white West Indian writer of this century and author of the widely acclaimed novel Wide
Sargasso Sea, Jean Rhys (1890-1979) has attracted much critical attention, most often from the perspective
of gender analysis. Veronica Gregg extends our critical appreciation of Rhys by analyzing the complex
relationship between Rhys's identity and the structures of her fiction, and she reveals the ways in which this
relationship is connected to the history of British colonization of the West Indies. Gregg focuses on Rhys as
a writer--a Creole woman analyzing the question of identity through literary investigations of race, gender,
and colonialism. Arguing that history itself can be a site where different narratives collide and compete, she
explores Rhys's rewriting of the historical discourses of the West Indies and of European canonical texts,
such as Rhys's treatment of Jane Eyre in Wide Sargasso Sea. Gregg's analysis also reveals the precision with
which Rhys crafted her work and her preoccupation with writing as performance.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Very fine study.

Sylvia Wynter, Stanford University"

Gregg . . . provid[es] provocative insights into the work and life of Jean Rhys.

"Choice"

Very fine study.

Sylvia Wynter, Stanford University

Gregg . . . providÝes¨ provocative insights into the work and life of Jean Rhys.

"Choice"

Review
One of the many strengths of this study is Gregg's thorough archival research into Rhys's unpublished
writings, such as her letters, postcards, drafts, and notebooks; Gregg interweaves the insights gained by this
research into her analysis of Rhys's evolving West Indian creole identity and uncovers influential cultural
and literary theories encoded in Rhys's writings.--Signs

Gregg . . . provid[es] provocative insights into the work and life of Jean Rhys.--Choice

I have been, increasingly, intellectually scandalized by feminist readings of Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea,
which, while rightly celebrating its emancipatory stance with respect to gender, remain blind to the brutal
nature of its colonizer-Creole eye, and therefore to its anti-Black racism cum classism. Veronica Gregg's very
fine study of Jean Rhys's work breaks with this either/or. Its analysis of Rhys's, so to speak,
imagining/writing/being Creole groundbreakingly accounts for both sides of the equation.--Sylvia Wynter,
Stanford University

From the Back Cover
Gregg focuses on Rhys as a writer, a Creole woman analyzing the question of identity through literary
investigations of race, gender, and colonialism. Arguing that history itself can be a site where different
narratives collide and compete. Greg's analysis also reveals the precision with which Rhys crafted her work
and her preoccupation with writing as performance.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Emily Higginbotham:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Jean
Rhys's Historical Imagination: Reading and Writing the Creole? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

James Rodriguez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Jean Rhys's Historical
Imagination: Reading and Writing the Creole is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Eden Cohn:

Often the book Jean Rhys's Historical Imagination: Reading and Writing the Creole will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Jean Rhys's Historical
Imagination: Reading and Writing the Creole is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Heather Killen:

Often the book Jean Rhys's Historical Imagination: Reading and Writing the Creole has a lot of information
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this article book.
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