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The Great Recession's impact in the United States is far reaching and the choices
facing state and local governments are sometimes stark: trade-offs between roads
and schools, public safety and health care. The new edition of Governing States
and Localities continues to respond to this reality with a sharp focus on economic
and budget pressures. The Fourth Edition has been thoroughly revised and
updated. Well-designed pedagogical features ask students to apply the
comparative method ("A Difference that Makes a Difference"), to see how
intergovernmental relations impact localities ("Local Focus"), and to see
examples of how policies are actually implemented ("Policy in Practice"). An
engaging full-color design, a vivid selection of photographs, updated tables and
figures, and a marginal glossary all combine to keep students focused and
learning.
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The Great Recession's impact in the United States is far reaching and the choices facing state and local
governments are sometimes stark: trade-offs between roads and schools, public safety and health care. The
new edition of Governing States and Localities continues to respond to this reality with a sharp focus on
economic and budget pressures. The Fourth Edition has been thoroughly revised and updated. Well-designed
pedagogical features ask students to apply the comparative method ("A Difference that Makes a
Difference"), to see how intergovernmental relations impact localities ("Local Focus"), and to see examples
of how policies are actually implemented ("Policy in Practice"). An engaging full-color design, a vivid
selection of photographs, updated tables and figures, and a marginal glossary all combine to keep students
focused and learning.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Governing States and Localities is obviously developed with a great sense of how the political, institutional,
and policy 'parts' fit together. There is plenty for students to appreciate. I have received more unsolicited
positive comments regarding this textbook than any other I've used. Every skill level can learn something." --
Scott Moore 20121227 "I have looked at a lot of state and local books and Governing States and Localities is
head and shoulders above the rest. It is thorough and engaging. Students read it and understand it." -- Lori
Riverstone-Newell 20121227 "Governing States and Localities' comparative method provides a
comprehensive, thoughtful, and systematic approach to the study of state and local government. The blend of
theory and practical examples engages my students and challenges them to think about how sub national
government affects their day-to-day lives." -- Dana Michael Harsell 20121227 "Governing States and
Localities covers all of the major ideas in the literature well and its graphics are a real strength. My students
read it and find it engaging. The layout is fabulous and works well in lecture form too." -- David Peterson
"My students respond favorably to Governing States and Localities. I'm particularly impressed with its
tables, figures, and maps, which are great learning tools that I've found really helpful in getting across lecture
points." --John Woodcock

About the Author
Kevin B. Smith is professor of political science at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and has been studying
and teaching state politics and policy for more than twenty years. He has authored or co-authored nine books
and dozens of scholarly articles, and is a former associate editor of State Politics & Policy Quarterly. Prior to
becoming an academic he covered state and local politics as a newspaper reporter. Alan Greenblatt, a
reporter at NPR, has been writing about politics and government in Washington and the states for more than
a decade. He won the National Press Club's Sandy Hume award for political journalism while reporting for
Congressional Quarterly. During his years at Governing magazine, he covered issues of concern to state and
local governments, including budgets, taxes, and higher education. Along the way, he has written about
politics and culture for numerous other publications, including the Washington Post and the San Francisco
Chronicle.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Johanna Hernandez:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Governing States and Localities book is readable through you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Governing States and
Localities content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Governing States
and Localities is not loveable to be your top record reading book?
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Joyce Jacobs:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
Governing States and Localities.

Paul Herbert:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Governing States and Localities will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Dean Herbert:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Governing States and Localities was filled concerning science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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