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What is the relationship between cinema and spectator? This is the key question
for film theory, and one that Thomas Elsaesser and Malte Hagener put at the
center of their insightful and engaging book, now revised from its popular first
edition. Every kind of cinema (and every film theory) first imagines an ideal
spectator, and then maps certain dynamic interactions between the screen and the
spectator’s mind, body and senses. Using seven distinctive configurations of
spectator and screen that move progressively from ‘exterior’ to ‘interior’
relationships, the authors retrace the most important stages of film theory from its
beginnings to the present?from neo-realist and modernist theories to
psychoanalytic, ‘apparatus,’ phenomenological and cognitivist theories, and
including recent cross-overs with philosophy and neurology.

This new and updated edition of Film Theory: An Introduction through the
Senses has been extensively revised and rewritten throughout, incorporating
discussion of contemporary films like Her and Gravity, and including a greatly
expanded final chapter, which brings film theory fully into the digital age.
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What is the relationship between cinema and spectator? This is the key question for film theory, and one that
Thomas Elsaesser and Malte Hagener put at the center of their insightful and engaging book, now revised
from its popular first edition. Every kind of cinema (and every film theory) first imagines an ideal spectator,
and then maps certain dynamic interactions between the screen and the spectator’s mind, body and senses.
Using seven distinctive configurations of spectator and screen that move progressively from ‘exterior’ to
‘interior’ relationships, the authors retrace the most important stages of film theory from its beginnings to the
present?from neo-realist and modernist theories to psychoanalytic, ‘apparatus,’ phenomenological and
cognitivist theories, and including recent cross-overs with philosophy and neurology.

This new and updated edition of Film Theory: An Introduction through the Senses has been extensively
revised and rewritten throughout, incorporating discussion of contemporary films like Her and Gravity, and
including a greatly expanded final chapter, which brings film theory fully into the digital age.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Thomas Elsaesser is Professor Emeritus of Film and Television Studies at the University of Amsterdam and
since 2012 Visiting Professor at Columbia University. His recent books include: Weimar Cinema and After
(Routledge, 2000); Metropolis (BFI, 2000); Studying Contemporary American Film (Hodder, 2002, with
Warren Buckland); European Cinema: Face to Face with Hollywood (Amsterdam University Press, 2005);
The Persistence of Hollywood (Routledge, 2012); and German Cinema – Terror and Trauma (Routledge,
2013).

Malte Hagener is Professor of media studies at Marburg University. He has written Moving Forward,
Looking Back: The European Avant-garde and the Invention of Film Culture, 1919-1939 (Amsterdam
University Press, 2008) and edited many volumes, including The Emergence of Film Culture (Berghahn,
2014).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Danielle Rhodes:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Film Theory: An
Introduction through the Senses.

Michael Milliner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Film Theory: An Introduction through the
Senses reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Film Theory: An Introduction through the
Senses as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't
evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

PDF File: Film Theory: An Introduction Through The Senses 3



Read and Download Ebook Film Theory: An Introduction Through The Senses PDF Public Ebook Library

Bettina Cutler:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in
the top listing in your reading list is definitely Film Theory: An Introduction through the Senses. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards
and review this publication you can get many advantages.

David Otten:

You will get this Film Theory: An Introduction through the Senses by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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