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Xerxes, Great King of the Persian Empire from 486–465 B.C., has gone down in
history as an angry tyrant full of insane ambition. The stand of Leonidas and the
300 against his army at Thermopylae is a byword for courage, while the failure
of Xerxes’ expedition has overshadowed all the other achievements of his
twenty-two-year reign.
 
In this lively and comprehensive new biography, Richard Stoneman shows how
Xerxes, despite sympathetic treatment by the contemporary Greek writers
Aeschylus and Herodotus, had his reputation destroyed by later Greek writers
and by the propaganda of Alexander the Great. Stoneman draws on the latest
research in Achaemenid studies and archaeology to present the ruler from the
Persian perspective. This illuminating volume does not whitewash Xerxes’
failings but sets against them such triumphs as the architectural splendor of
Persepolis and a consideration of Xerxes’ religious commitments. What emerges
is a nuanced portrait of a man who ruled a vast and multicultural empire which
the Greek communities of the West saw as the antithesis of their own values.
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Xerxes, Great King of the Persian Empire from 486–465 B.C., has gone down in history as an angry tyrant
full of insane ambition. The stand of Leonidas and the 300 against his army at Thermopylae is a byword for
courage, while the failure of Xerxes’ expedition has overshadowed all the other achievements of his twenty-
two-year reign.
 
In this lively and comprehensive new biography, Richard Stoneman shows how Xerxes, despite sympathetic
treatment by the contemporary Greek writers Aeschylus and Herodotus, had his reputation destroyed by later
Greek writers and by the propaganda of Alexander the Great. Stoneman draws on the latest research in
Achaemenid studies and archaeology to present the ruler from the Persian perspective. This illuminating
volume does not whitewash Xerxes’ failings but sets against them such triumphs as the architectural splendor
of Persepolis and a consideration of Xerxes’ religious commitments. What emerges is a nuanced portrait of a
man who ruled a vast and multicultural empire which the Greek communities of the West saw as the
antithesis of their own values.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Recent scholarly approaches to the lives of ancient Iranian monarchs have opted for the Reception Studies
approach, filtering the rulers through the long-lens of ancient and modern historiography. Not so Richard
Stoneman. He boldly bucks the trend and in his Xerxes: A Persian Life proves that it is possible to write a
very good biography of a long-dead Persian. He takes a cradle-to-grave (or harem-to-ossuary) approach in
doing so and tackles the complex, conflicting, multi-layered sources with gusto.'—Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones,
THE
(Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones Times Higher Education 2015-07-08)

“A biography that awakens curiosity and whets the appetite for more information.”—Kirkus Reviews
(Kirkus Reviews)

“Stoneman shows Xerxes in an exciting new light.”?Choice
(Choice)

“The present volume will be a useful companion for everyone interested in the Greek-Persian wars, the
civilizations of the Near East and especially those unfamiliar with the Achaemenid Empire.”—Michael
Iliakis, Bryn Mawr
(Michael Iliakis Bryn Mawr 2017-03-17)

About the Author

Richard Stoneman is Honorary Visiting Professor, University of Exeter, and the author of numerous books.
He lives in Devon, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deloras Pinkston:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Xerxes: A Persian Life will
make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Juan Reynolds:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Xerxes: A Persian Life
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
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can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants
to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Xerxes: A
Persian Life become your own personal starter.

Carl Vang:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Xerxes: A Persian Life will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Nancy Thornton:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
for your requirements is Xerxes: A Persian Life this book consist a lot of the information from the condition
of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes
this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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