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Homer is universally allowed to have had the greatest invention of any writer
whatever. The praise of judgment Virgil has justly contested with him, and others
may have their pretensions as to particular excellences; but his invention remains
yet unrivalled. Nor isit awonder if he has ever been acknowledged the greatest
of poets, who most excelled in that which is the very foundation of poetry. It is
the invention that, in different degrees, distinguishes all great geniuses: the
utmost stretch of human study, learning, and industry, which masters everything
besides, can never attain to this. It furnishes art with all her material's, and
without it judgment itself can at best but "steal wisely:" for artisonly like a
prudent steward that lives on managing the riches of nature. Whatever praises
may be given to works of judgment, there is not even a single beauty in them to
which the invention must not contribute: as in the most regular gardens, art can
only reduce beauties of nature to more regularity, and such afigure, which the
common eye may better take in, and is, therefore, more entertained with. And,
perhaps, the reason why common critics are inclined to prefer ajudicious and
methodical geniusto agreat and fruitful one, is, because they find it easier for
themselves to pursue their observations through a uniform and bounded walk of
art, than to comprehend the vast and various extent of nature.

Our author's work isawild paradise, where, if we cannot see all the beauties so
distinctly asin an ordered garden, it is only because the number of themis
infinitely greater. It is like a copious nursery, which contains the seeds and first
productions of every kind, out of which those who followed him have but
selected some particular plants, each according to his fancy, to cultivate and
beautify. If some things are too luxuriant it is owing to the richness of the soil;
and if others are not arrived to perfection or maturity, it is only because they are
overrun and oppressed by those of a stronger nature...
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Homer is universally allowed to have had the greatest invention of any writer whatever. The praise of
judgment Virgil has justly contested with him, and others may have their pretensions as to particular
excellences; but hisinvention remains yet unrivalled. Nor isit awonder if he has ever been acknowledged
the greatest of poets, who most excelled in that which is the very foundation of poetry. It isthe invention
that, in different degrees, distinguishes all great geniuses: the utmost stretch of human study, learning, and
industry, which masters everything besides, can never attain to this. It furnishes art with all her materials, and
without it judgment itself can at best but "steal wisely:" for art is only like a prudent steward that lives on
managing the riches of nature. Whatever praises may be given to works of judgment, there is not even a
single beauty in them to which the invention must not contribute: asin the most regular gardens, art can only
reduce beauties of nature to more regularity, and such afigure, which the common eye may better takein,
and is, therefore, more entertained with. And, perhaps, the reason why common critics are inclined to prefer
ajudicious and methodical geniusto agreat and fruitful one, is, because they find it easier for themselves to
pursue their observations through a uniform and bounded walk of art, than to comprehend the vast and
various extent of nature.

Our author'swork isawild paradise, where, if we cannot see all the beauties so distinctly asin an ordered
garden, it is only because the number of them isinfinitely greater. It is like a copious nursery, which contains
the seeds and first productions of every kind, out of which those who followed him have but selected some
particular plants, each according to his fancy, to cultivate and beautify. If some things are too luxuriant it is
owing to the richness of the soil; and if others are not arrived to perfection or maturity, it is only because
they are overrun and oppressed by those of a stronger nature...
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Elaine Davenport:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The Iliad
(IMustrated)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
different opinion?

Jeanne Newman:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extratime or they will get great
deal of stressfrom both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. Peopleis human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is The Iliad (Illustrated).

Jesse Ward:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The lliad (Illustrated) reserve written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation The Iliad (lllustrated) as good book not just by
the cover but also from the content. Thisis one book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Diana Slama:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The lliad (Ilustrated).
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