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Theorists of "secularization" have for two centuries been saying that religion
must inevitably decline in the modern world. But today, much of the world is as
religious as ever. This volume challenges the belief that the modern world is
increasingly secular, showing instead that modernization more often strengthens
religion.

Seven leading cultural observers examine several regions and several religions
and explain the resurgence of religion in world politics. Peter L. Berger opens
with a global overview. The other six writers deal with particular aspects of the
religious scene: George Weigel, with Roman Catholicism;David Martin, with
the evangelical Protestant upsurge not only in the Western world but also in Latin
America, Africa, the Pacific rim, China, and Eastern Europe; Jonathan Sacks,
with Jews and politics in the modern world; Abdullahi A. An-Na'im, with
political Islam in national politics and international relations; Grace Davie, with
Europe as perhaps the exception to the desecularization thesis; and Tu Weiming,
with religion in the People's Republic of China.
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Theorists of "secularization" have for two centuries been saying that religion must inevitably decline in the
modern world. But today, much of the world is as religious as ever. This volume challenges the belief that
the modern world is increasingly secular, showing instead that modernization more often strengthens
religion.

Seven leading cultural observers examine several regions and several religions and explain the resurgence of
religion in world politics. Peter L. Berger opens with a global overview. The other six writers deal with
particular aspects of the religious scene: George Weigel, with Roman Catholicism;David Martin, with the
evangelical Protestant upsurge not only in the Western world but also in Latin America, Africa, the Pacific
rim, China, and Eastern Europe; Jonathan Sacks, with Jews and politics in the modern world; Abdullahi A.
An-Na'im, with political Islam in national politics and international relations; Grace Davie, with Europe as
perhaps the exception to the desecularization thesis; and Tu Weiming, with religion in the People's Republic
of China.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In the 1950s and 1960s, Berger, Harvey Cox and others were fearless proponents of "secularization theory."
This theory held that as technology improved and modernity advanced upon culture, religion would begin to
decline and we would live, according to Cox, in a "secular city." Cox reversed himself in Religion in the
Secular City (1984), declaring that the future of religion lay in grassroots movements such as
fundamentalism, Pentecostalism and liberation theology. Now, Berger gathers a number of essays
contending that, far from being in decline in the modern world, religion is actually experiencing a
resurgence. In his opening essay, Berger asserts that "the assumption we live in a secularized world is
false.... The world today is as furiously religious as it ever was." He points out that religious movements
have not adapted to secular culture in order to survive but have successfully developed their own identities
and retained a focus on the supernatural in their beliefs and practices. Berger then examines the origins, and
ponders the future, of this global religious resurgence. While he acknowledges that he cannot predict the
future course, he maintains that the "critique of secularity common to all resurgent movements is that human
existence bereft of transcendence is an impoverished and finally untenable condition." Berger argues that the
desire for transcendence is an integral part of the human psyche. He also provides a brief overview of the
impact of religion on economic development, war and peace, human rights and social justice. Other essayists
contribute "Roman Catholicism in the Age of John Paul II" (George Weigel), "The Evangelical Protestant
Upsurge and Its Political Implications" (David Martin), "Judaism and Politics in the Modern World"
(Jonathan Sacks), "Europe: The Exception That Proves the Rule?" (Grace Davie), "The Quest for Meaning:
Religion in the People's Republic of China" (Tu Weiming) and "Political Islam in National Politics and
International Relations" (Abdullahi A. An-Na'im). Berger's collection is replete with compelling writing
about the relationship of religion and politics. (Aug.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

Publishers Weekly
"Berger's collection is replete with compelling writing about the relationship of religion and politics."

Vidyajyoti
"This is a very useful collection of studies that can help religious leaders to reorient their strategies and
political involvement."

About the Author

Peter L. Berger is senior research fellow and founder ofthe Institute on Culture, Religion, and World Affairs
atBoston University. His many previous books include TheDesecularization of the World: Resurgent
Religion and WorldPolitics and (with Anton Zijderveld) In Praise ofDoubt: How to Have Convictions
without Becoming aFanatic.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Daniel McCullough:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the book. It
is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day to reading a
book. The book The Desecularization of the World: Resurgent Religion and World Politics it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

James Oliver:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The
Desecularization of the World: Resurgent Religion and World Politics, you may enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Michael Hale:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Desecularization of the
World: Resurgent Religion and World Politics which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.

Amy Parr:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The Desecularization of the World: Resurgent Religion and World Politics when you
essential it?

PDF File: The Desecularization Of The World: Resurgent Religion And World Politics 4



Read and Download Ebook The Desecularization Of The World: Resurgent Religion And World Politics PDF Public Ebook Library

Download and Read Online The Desecularization of the World:
Resurgent Religion and World Politics From Eerdmans Publishing
Company #IK6QEO4MHJ9

PDF File: The Desecularization Of The World: Resurgent Religion And World Politics 5



Read and Download Ebook The Desecularization Of The World: Resurgent Religion And World Politics PDF Public Ebook Library

Read The Desecularization of the World: Resurgent Religion and
World Politics From Eerdmans Publishing Company for online
ebook

The Desecularization of the World: Resurgent Religion and World Politics From Eerdmans Publishing
Company Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books,
online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library,
greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Desecularization of the World: Resurgent
Religion and World Politics From Eerdmans Publishing Company books to read online.

Online The Desecularization of the World: Resurgent Religion and World Politics
From Eerdmans Publishing Company ebook PDF download

The Desecularization of the World: Resurgent Religion and World Politics From Eerdmans
Publishing Company Doc

The Desecularization of the World: Resurgent Religion and World Politics From Eerdmans Publishing Company
Mobipocket

The Desecularization of the World: Resurgent Religion and World Politics From Eerdmans Publishing Company EPub

PDF File: The Desecularization Of The World: Resurgent Religion And World Politics 6


