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This book explores the relationship between sport and democratization. Drawing
on sociological and historical methodologies, it provides a framework for
understanding how sport affects the level of egalitarianism in the society in
which it is played. The author distinguishes between horizontal sport, which
embodies and fosters egalitarian relations, and vertical sport, which embodies
and fosters hierarchical relations. He also differentiates between societies in
which sport is played and watched on a mass scale and those in which it is an
ancillary activity. Using ancient Greece and nineteenth-century Britain as case
studies, he analyzes how these variables interact and finds that horizontal mass
sport has the capacity to both promote and inhibit democratization at a societal
level. He concludes that horizontal mass sport tends to reinforce and extend
democratization.
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This book explores the relationship between sport and democratization. Drawing on sociological and
historical methodologies, it provides a framework for understanding how sport affects the level of
egalitarianism in the society in which it is played. The author distinguishes between horizontal sport, which
embodies and fosters egalitarian relations, and vertical sport, which embodies and fosters hierarchical
relations. He also differentiates between societies in which sport is played and watched on a mass scale and
those in which it is an ancillary activity. Using ancient Greece and nineteenth-century Britain as case studies,
he analyzes how these variables interact and finds that horizontal mass sport has the capacity to both promote
and inhibit democratization at a societal level. He concludes that horizontal mass sport tends to reinforce and
extend democratization.
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Editorial Review

Review
Advance Praise: "In his brilliantly original new book, Dartmouth Professor Paul Christesen persuasively
contends that horizontal mass sport promotes democratization at a societal level in modern liberal
democracies -- but far from looking only at contemporary Europe, North America, and Australasia, he casts
his comparativist net as far and as wide as ancient Greece, and Britain and Germany in the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries." -Paul Cartledge, Cambridge University

"Christesen's broad and insightful study systematically examines whether ancient and modern sport are
fundamentally the same or different, and how broad participation in sport assists the growth of democracy.
Anyone interested in the social and political significance of ancient and modern sport should read this erudite
but accessible book." -Donald G. Kyle, University of Texas at Arlington

About the Author
Paul Christesen is Associate Professor of Classics at Dartmouth College. He is the author of Olympic Victor
Lists and Ancient Greek History (Cambridge University Press, 2007) and the co-editor (with Donald Kyle)
of the Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Sport and Spectacle in Greek and Roman Antiquity (forthcoming).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Valerie Israel:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Sport and Democracy in the
Ancient and Modern Worlds will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with
you?

Bertha Morrison:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Sport and
Democracy in the Ancient and Modern Worlds to read.
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Constance Music:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but additionally novel and Sport and Democracy in the Ancient and Modern Worlds or
even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Sport and Democracy in the Ancient and Modern Worlds to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like here.

Linda Barefoot:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important
for you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Sport and Democracy in the Ancient
and Modern Worlds can make you experience more interested to read.
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