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Ferdinand Christian Baur (1792-1860), one of the great innovators in the study of
the New Testament, argued that each of its books reflects the interests and
tendencies of its author in a particular religio-historical milieu. A critique of the
writings must precede any judgments about the historical validity of individual
stories about Jesus in the Gospels. Thus Baur could move beyond the impasse
created by Strauss's Life of Jesus. Baur demonstrated that the
Gospel of John is not a historical document comparable to the Synoptic Gospels
and cannot be used to reconstruct the teaching of Jesus, and that the Synoptic
Gospels must be read critically and selectively. He applied the same principles to
the Epistles, arguing that only four are genuinely Pauline
(Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, and Romans).

Baur's Lectures on New Testament Theology, delivered in Tübingen during the
1850s, summarize thirty years of his research. The lectures begin with an
Introduction on the concept, history, and organization of New Testament
theology. Part One is devoted to the teaching of Jesus, which Baur finds most
reliably in Matthew. Part Two contains the teaching of the Apostles in three
chronological periods. The first period presents the theological frameworks of the
Apostle Paul and the Book
of Revelation; the second period, the frameworks of Hebrews, the Deutero-
Pauline Epistles, James and Peter, the Synoptic Gospels and Acts; and the third
period, those of the Pastoral Epistles and the Gospel of John.
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Ferdinand Christian Baur (1792-1860), one of the great innovators in the study of the New Testament,
argued that each of its books reflects the interests and tendencies of its author in a particular religio-historical
milieu. A critique of the writings must precede any judgments about the historical validity of individual
stories about Jesus in the Gospels. Thus Baur could move beyond the impasse created by Strauss's Life of
Jesus. Baur demonstrated that the
Gospel of John is not a historical document comparable to the Synoptic Gospels and cannot be used to
reconstruct the teaching of Jesus, and that the Synoptic Gospels must be read critically and selectively. He
applied the same principles to the Epistles, arguing that only four are genuinely Pauline
(Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, and Romans).

Baur's Lectures on New Testament Theology, delivered in Tübingen during the 1850s, summarize thirty
years of his research. The lectures begin with an Introduction on the concept, history, and organization of
New Testament theology. Part One is devoted to the teaching of Jesus, which Baur finds most reliably in
Matthew. Part Two contains the teaching of the Apostles in three chronological periods. The first period
presents the theological frameworks of the Apostle Paul and the Book
of Revelation; the second period, the frameworks of Hebrews, the Deutero-Pauline Epistles, James and Peter,
the Synoptic Gospels and Acts; and the third period, those of the Pastoral Epistles and the Gospel of John.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Baur s work, though over 150 years old, makes a significant contribution to the understanding of the
development of New Testament theology in various stages in the life of early Christianity. The translator and
the editor of this volume are to be congratulated and thanked for doing the hard work of returning Baur to the
consideration of English-speaking New Testament scholars. I highly recommend Baur s Lectures on New
Testament Theology as required reading for all in the field of New Testament Studies, to help us begin to set
the evidence and the questions right."--Reading Religion

"Few nineteenth-century books on the Bible remain as rewarding as Baur's last lectures. They offer an
accessible update of the pioneering historical research of his Paul, The Canonical Gospels, and Church
History, which shaped New Testament studies for over a century. Combining historical exegesis and
reconstruction with theological interpretations indebted to Kant's ethical idealism they offer a model for
understanding the texts in new cultural contexts. Excellently translated by Robert Brown and introduced by
Peter Hodgson this great synthesis should correct some stale stereotypes and give due recognition to a genius
unjustly neglected outside Germany. It could also contribute to the revival of critical New Testament
theology." --Robert Morgan, University of Oxford

About the Author

Peter C. Hodsgon is Emeritus Professor of Theology, Divinity School, Vanderbilt University. With
Professor Brown, he co-edited and translated Ferdinand Christian Baur's History of Christian Dogma (OUP,
2014) and Hegel's Lectures on the Philosophy of World History, Volume I: Manuscripts of the Introduction
and the Lectures of 1822-1823 (OUP, 2011).

Robert F. Brown is Emeritus Professor of Philosophy of Religion and History of Philosophy, University of
Delaware. His publications include Hegel: Lectures on the History of Philosophy 1825-6: Volume 1 (OUP,
2006) and Volume 2 (OUP, 2009).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheri Reagan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Lectures on New Testament Theology: by
Ferdinand Christian Baur. Try to the actual book Lectures on New Testament Theology: by Ferdinand
Christian Baur as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
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regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Hollie Hoffman:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every
day to reading a publication. The book Lectures on New Testament Theology: by Ferdinand Christian Baur it
is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
possesses high quality.

Kimberly Langdon:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Lectures on New Testament Theology: by
Ferdinand Christian Baur as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Lectures on New Testament Theology: by Ferdinand Christian Baur to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Jennifer Fountain:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Lectures on New Testament Theology: by
Ferdinand Christian Baur can make you sense more interested to read.
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