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"[A] timely book...It’s All a Game provides a wonderfully entertaining trip
around the board, through 4,000 years of game history." ?The Wall Street
Journal

Board games have been with us longer than even the written word. But what is it
about this pastime that continues to captivate us well into the age of smartphones
and instant gratification?

In It’s All a Game, British journalist and renowned games expert Tristan
Donovan opens the box on the incredible and often surprising history and
psychology of board games. He traces the evolution of the game across cultures,
time periods, and continents, from the paranoid Chicago toy genius behind
classics like Operation and Mouse Trap, to the role of Monopoly in helping
prisoners of war escape the Nazis, and even the scientific use of board games
today to teach artificial intelligence how to reason and how to win. With these
compelling stories and characters, Donovan ultimately reveals why board games
have captured hearts and minds all over the world for generations.
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"[A] timely book...It’s All a Game provides a wonderfully entertaining trip around the board, through 4,000
years of game history." ?The Wall Street Journal

Board games have been with us longer than even the written word. But what is it about this pastime that
continues to captivate us well into the age of smartphones and instant gratification?

In It’s All a Game, British journalist and renowned games expert Tristan Donovan opens the box on the
incredible and often surprising history and psychology of board games. He traces the evolution of the game
across cultures, time periods, and continents, from the paranoid Chicago toy genius behind classics like
Operation and Mouse Trap, to the role of Monopoly in helping prisoners of war escape the Nazis, and even
the scientific use of board games today to teach artificial intelligence how to reason and how to win. With
these compelling stories and characters, Donovan ultimately reveals why board games have captured hearts
and minds all over the world for generations.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[A] timely book...It’s All a Game provides a wonderfully entertaining trip around the board, through 4,000
years of game history." ?The Wall Street Journal

“[A] splendid new book...A quick and breezy read, it doesn't just tell the fascinating stories of the (often
struggling) individuals who created our favorite games. It also manages to convey the entire sweep of
boardgame history, from the earliest forms of Checkers to modern-day surprise hits like Settlers of Catan.”
?Mashable

"Throw away your preconceived notions and dive into this rich story that informs who we are by the games
we play...Each chapter is a thematic essay that stands alone but also artfully weaves together culture,
business, and ways games impact society... This history of games is perfect for the budding social scientist,
the casual reader, or someone looking to impress party guests with trivia knowledge." ?Booklist

"a fascinating and insightful discussion not only of games past, but the socioeconomic and historical factors
that contributed to their popularity" ?Chicago Review of Books

"There is both reason and rhyme for every one of Donovan’s historical installments, and the biographical bits
are intriguing, revealing the kind of person who invents a board game... What Donovan has done with It’s All
A Game is write a social history through board games." ?Paste Magazine

“Offering more than a nostalgic trip through the attic, this book will appeal to readers interested in a
comprehensive history of board games” ?Library Journal

"Tristan Donovan takes what might seem like a dull topic and brings it to life. Turning a hobby into a
fascinating history subject, It's All a Game manages to cover the entire realm of tabletop games in an easy-
to-read yet fascinating tale. Think you know everything about board games? Read this to find otherwise!"
?Tom Vasel, Host, The Dice Tower

About the Author
TRISTAN DONOVAN is a British author and journalist. His books include It's All a Game and his writing
has appeared in numerous publications, including BBC News Online, The Atlantic, The Times of London,
Stuff, Wired, The Guardian, Eurogamer, Kotaku,Community Care, and The Big Issue. He lives in the UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Winn:

The book It's All a Game: The History of Board Games from Monopoly to Settlers of Catan gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your
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subject. If you can make looking at a book It's All a Game: The History of Board Games from Monopoly to
Settlers of Catan to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a
reserve It's All a Game: The History of Board Games from Monopoly to Settlers of Catan. Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Kevin Ortiz:

The particular book It's All a Game: The History of Board Games from Monopoly to Settlers of Catan will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book It's All a Game: The
History of Board Games from Monopoly to Settlers of Catan is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Tina Alley:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled It's All a Game: The History of Board Games from
Monopoly to Settlers of Catan can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Harold Dalton:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this It's All a Game: The History of Board Games from Monopoly to
Settlers of Catan can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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