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Knowledge of Catholic educational scholarship and research has been largely
confined to specific national settings. Now is the time to bring together this
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scholarship and research. The unifying theme of the Handbook is ‘Catholic
Education: challenges and responses’ in a number of international settings. In
addition to analyzing the largest faith-based educational system worldwide, the
book also critically examines contemporary issues such as church-state relations
and the impact of secularization and globalization.
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Editorial Review

Review

Review in British Journal of Educational Studies (BJES), September 2009

International Handbook of Catholic Education: Challenges for School Systems in the 21st Century in 2
Volumes by Gerald R. Grace and Joseph O’Keefe, S.J., (editors) published by Springer: Grand Rapids. ISBN
978-1-4020-4804-3 (HB) 906 pages

Gerald Grace and Joseph O’Keefe have produced a two volume work that has seriously confirmed the place
of the study of Catholic education as a distinctive academic and policy-related field. These two volumes,
organised by geography, took five years to compile and represent the first international survey of the
challenges facing Catholic school systems in over 30 societies across the world. Each chapter is written by
experts, academic and practitioners, international scholars, researchers, school leaders and teachers. There
are 45 chapters covering every continent each describing the challenges being faced by Catholic school
systems in the 21st century in that country. Each chapter is a systematic study of the challenges encountered
and the editors have been careful to insist on a section on what the research agenda should be from each of
their contributors. This provides an impetus for further research and Professor Grace has since launched the
journal entitled International Studies in Catholic Education, first published by Routledge in March 2009.
This journal continues the aims of the two volume text in providing even more research evidence on Catholic
education across the world.

Professor Gerald Grace, is the Director of the Centre for Research and Development in Catholic Education in
the Institute of Education, University of London. A Centre he founded and which has made the most,
perhaps the only, important contribution to the study of Catholic education in the UK. His leadership and
vision have provided educationalists, and the Catholic Church, with a new university-based Centre, a new
and prestigious academic international journal and these two volumes which clearly place the academic
study and research of Catholic education on an international footing. It is an extremely impressive story and
one that ought to be more widely recognised and celebrated. Grace also published his own ground breaking
research in 2002 as Catholic Schools: Mission, Market and Morality (Routledge).

The editors outline in the introductory chapter to the Handbook an excellent summary of the ten major
challenges facing Catholic schools. These challenges are found in the 45 chapters in the Handbook and are,
because of their importance, worth mentioning here in brief:

The impact of secularisation;1.
The impact of global capitalism;2.
The authenticity of mission integrity;3.
Issues of faith formation;4.
Moral and social formation;5.
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Problems of recruitment of staff;6.
The decline in religious congregations;7.
Female education;8.
Student attitudes to the Church;9.
The finance of Catholic education. 10.

Many of these issues are interconnected and the chapter which attempts to cover most of them is the one by
Archbishop Michael Miller CSB. This chapter entitled ‘Challenges Facing Catholic Education: A View from
Rome’ was written whilst Archbishop Miller was still Secretary of the Congregation for Catholic Education
in Rome and his willingness to write so extensively in this chapter demonstrates the high regard in which
Professor Grace is held. I would recommend this chapter first, after reading the important introduction, to
anyone reading this Handbook. Indeed, the Handbook is not a book that one would read through and for
many it will be a reference point for specific countries. However, the overview provided by the editors and
the chapter by Archbishop Miller are essential reading for anyone attempting to understand contemporary
Catholic education. Both endorse a call for stronger scholarly and research/evidenced-based studies that
inform policy approaches in Catholic schooling.

In Section 1 (USA and Canada) of the Handbook the chapter on ‘Developments in catholic Schools in the
USA: Politics, Policy and Prophesy’ by Gerald Cattaro and Bruce Cooper neatly summarises the major
issues facing Catholic schools in the USA over the last decade. It provides detailed statistics and very good
analysis and explanation of important trends. In Section 2 (Latin America) the chapter by Jeffrey Klaiber on
‘Catholic Schools in Peru: Elites, The Poor, and the Challenge of Neoliberalism’ is well written and a short
introduction to an important issue in the context of Latin America. Section 4 deals with Africa and there is an
excellent chapter by Mark Potterton and Nathan Johnston entitled ‘A Beacon of Hope: Catholic Schooling in
South Africa’. Both these authors have long experience of the situation in South Africa and this chapter
demonstrates a clear grasp of the issues. Section 5 looks at India and the Middle East with three chapters
devoted to India and one to schooling in the Holy Land. Section 6 looks to the Philippines and Thailand
whilst Section 7 examines Hong Kong and Japan. The chapter by Magdalena Mo Ching Mok is particularly
worth reading and is simply entitled ‘Challenges for catholic Schooling in Hong Kong’. The final Section 8
considers Australia and New Zealand. The first two chapters on Australia by Susan Pascoe and Brian Coke
contain a wealth of information and explanation on the challenges being faced within this particular political
and religious landscape. There are of course many more chapters in each section – far too many to mention
in this brief review.

Each of the chapters naturally vary in length and style, but each surveys the challenges within particular
territories and each gives some thought to a research agenda for the future. This Handbook is a must for any
doctoral students in Catholic education and will no doubt inspire and practically assist them in choosing
areas for research. The combined references alone make this Handbook an essential reference work. The
chapters that address the political contexts and Church-State relations in various countries are particularly
enlightening and show common patterns of issues. The editors are right to see these chapters as raising
strategic research areas for the future. There are only two critical comments I would make of this Handbook.
First, many priests and religious have contributed to this Handbook making it slightly clerical in feel and
there is a tendency for the chapters to be written from a liberal Catholic perspective. Second, the chapters
that deal with secularisation issues are limited in theoretical scope. However, the Handbook overall is an
astonishing achievement and I congratulate the editors and recommend it strongly.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Miles Towles:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve International Handbook of Catholic
Education: Challenges for School Systems in the 21st Century (International Handbooks of Religion and
Education) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with
you?

Stephen Hancock:

Here thing why this specific International Handbook of Catholic Education: Challenges for School Systems
in the 21st Century (International Handbooks of Religion and Education) are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. International Handbook of Catholic Education: Challenges for School Systems
in the 21st Century (International Handbooks of Religion and Education) giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with International
Handbook of Catholic Education: Challenges for School Systems in the 21st Century (International
Handbooks of Religion and Education). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of International Handbook of Catholic
Education: Challenges for School Systems in the 21st Century (International Handbooks of Religion and
Education) in e-book can be your alternate.

Chester Hassel:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love International Handbook of Catholic
Education: Challenges for School Systems in the 21st Century (International Handbooks of Religion and
Education), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading
friends.
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Ann Macdonald:

This International Handbook of Catholic Education: Challenges for School Systems in the 21st Century
(International Handbooks of Religion and Education) is great book for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside
it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having International
Handbook of Catholic Education: Challenges for School Systems in the 21st Century (International
Handbooks of Religion and Education) in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this
publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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