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Recent decades have seen substantial growth in the range of assistance
programmes for SMEs and entrepreneurs across the world. Once regarded as
peripheral to the economy and public policy, the role of small firms and of
entrepreneurship is now recognized as of key importance in the economic growth
and development strategies of many nations. The range of interventions and
support focused on promoting SMEs and entrepreneurship is substantial and
expanding, so Government, SMEs and Entrepreneurship Development asks ’what
are some of the main policy instruments being used, and how effective are they?’
It considers policies in different countries, examines key interventions and tools
used to promote entrepreneurship and SME development and concludes with
contributions on how to best evaluate their effectiveness. The contributor
chapters by academics and practitioners from businesses, enterprise development
agencies and governments, are empirical or evidence-based and use both
quantitative and qualitative approaches. Drawing on experience from a wide
range of both developed and emerging countries and economies, the
contributions focus on the broad strategies that different governments and
communities have adopted to foster entrepreneurship and SMEs; the policy tools
and instruments that can be used to promote small business and entrepreneurship;
and on the outcomes of policy instruments and the methods used to evaluate
interventions. Their findings will help researchers, policy-makers, economic
development officers, civil servants, elected officials, and business associations
to better understand the issues in this important field.
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Recent decades have seen substantial growth in the range of assistance programmes for SMEs and
entrepreneurs across the world. Once regarded as peripheral to the economy and public policy, the role of
small firms and of entrepreneurship is now recognized as of key importance in the economic growth and
development strategies of many nations. The range of interventions and support focused on promoting SMEs
and entrepreneurship is substantial and expanding, so Government, SMEs and Entrepreneurship
Development asks ’what are some of the main policy instruments being used, and how effective are they?’ It
considers policies in different countries, examines key interventions and tools used to promote
entrepreneurship and SME development and concludes with contributions on how to best evaluate their
effectiveness. The contributor chapters by academics and practitioners from businesses, enterprise
development agencies and governments, are empirical or evidence-based and use both quantitative and
qualitative approaches. Drawing on experience from a wide range of both developed and emerging countries
and economies, the contributions focus on the broad strategies that different governments and communities
have adopted to foster entrepreneurship and SMEs; the policy tools and instruments that can be used to
promote small business and entrepreneurship; and on the outcomes of policy instruments and the methods
used to evaluate interventions. Their findings will help researchers, policy-makers, economic development
officers, civil servants, elected officials, and business associations to better understand the issues in this
important field.
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Editorial Review

Review
'While SMEs and entrepreneurship have recently been identified as a key engine for economic development,
the implications for public policy have remained elusive. In this important new book Robert Blackburn and
Michael T. Schaper break new ground by providing a blueprint for entrepreneurship policy. This book is a
must read for scholars and policy makers concerned with how entrepreneurship can best be harnessed to spur
economic growth.' David Audretsch, Indiana University, USA 'In a globally changing landscape
characterised by enhanced competitive pressures, the role of effective entrepreneurship and SME policy has
never been more important. This book stimulates debate and encourages exchange of ideas between
policymakers, practitioners and academics. It ultimately contributes to a more creative policy environment.'
Thierry Volery, Professor and Director, Swiss Institute for Small Business and Entrepreneurship, University
of St. Gallen, Switzerland

About the Author
Professor Robert Blackburn is Director of the Small Business Research Centre, Kingston University, UK.
Robert has a wealth of experience researching entrepreneurship and SMEs including projects for the UK
Treasury, the European Union, OECD and Barclays and HSBC banks. He is editor in chief of the
International Small Business Journal and has published five books. Dr Michael Schaper is an Adjunct
Professor at Curtin University of Technology, Perth, Western Australia. He is a deputy chair of the
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission, and was previously Small Business Commissioner for
the Australian Capital Territory. Dr Schaper has been President of the Small Enterprise Association of
Australia and New Zealand, and a director of the International Council for Small Business.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Block:

The book Government, SMEs and Entrepreneurship Development: Policy, Practice and Challenges make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
studying a book Government, SMEs and Entrepreneurship Development: Policy, Practice and Challenges for
being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a
publication Government, SMEs and Entrepreneurship Development: Policy, Practice and Challenges. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Brian Pena:

Typically the book Government, SMEs and Entrepreneurship Development: Policy, Practice and Challenges
will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Government,
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SMEs and Entrepreneurship Development: Policy, Practice and Challenges is much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Carolyn Cook:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be read. Government, SMEs and Entrepreneurship Development: Policy, Practice and Challenges can
be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Alberto Kimble:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Government, SMEs and Entrepreneurship Development:
Policy, Practice and Challenges was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Government, SMEs and Entrepreneurship Development: Policy, Practice and Challenges has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any
it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading which.
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