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In the past century, nearly all of the biological sciences have been directly
affected by discoveries and developments in genetics, a fast-evolving subject
with important theoretical dimensions. In this rich and accessible book, Paul
Griffiths and Karola Stotz show how the concept of the gene has evolved and
diversified across the many fields that make up modern biology. By examining
the molecular biology of the 'environment', they situate genetics in the
developmental biology of whole organisms, and reveal how the molecular
biosciences have undermined the nature/nurture distinction. Their discussion
gives full weight to the revolutionary impacts of molecular biology, while
rejecting 'genocentrism' and 'reductionism', and brings the topic right up to date
with the philosophical implications of the most recent developments in genetics.
Their book will be invaluable for those studying the philosophy of biology,
genetics and other life sciences.
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In the past century, nearly all of the biological sciences have been directly affected by discoveries and
developments in genetics, a fast-evolving subject with important theoretical dimensions. In this rich and
accessible book, Paul Griffiths and Karola Stotz show how the concept of the gene has evolved and
diversified across the many fields that make up modern biology. By examining the molecular biology of the
'environment', they situate genetics in the developmental biology of whole organisms, and reveal how the
molecular biosciences have undermined the nature/nurture distinction. Their discussion gives full weight to
the revolutionary impacts of molecular biology, while rejecting 'genocentrism' and 'reductionism', and brings
the topic right up to date with the philosophical implications of the most recent developments in genetics.
Their book will be invaluable for those studying the philosophy of biology, genetics and other life sciences.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A valuable resource for students and other readers interested in science and philosophy and the history of
these fields, along with modern applications of genetic information, including the bioethics of genomic
analysis ... Highly recommended. Lower-division undergraduates through professionals; informed general
audiences."
D. L. Beach, Choice

"Griffiths and Stotz have written an important book. It is a bridge between the way scientists traditionally
approach their work and the way philosophers do theirs."
Elof Axel Carlson, The Quarterly Review of Biology

"... offers an in depth study of the current lines of thought in the field of philosophy of science and a
thorough and thoughtful critical reflection ... a relevant book for a diverse audience, including molecular
biologists who want to read an in depth philosophical discussion of their field, as well as philosophers of
science and philosophers in general."
Kristien Hens, Ethical Perspectives

About the Author
Paul Griffiths is University Professorial Research Fellow at the University of Sydney. He is the author of
What Emotions Really Are: The Problem of Psychological Categories (1997) and Sex and Death: An
Introduction to the Philosophy of Biology (with K. Sterelny, 1999). He is the editor of Trees of Life: Essays
in Philosophy of Biology (1992), Biology and Philosophy (2000) and Cycles of Contingency:
Developmental Systems and Evolution (with S. Oyama and R. D. Gray, 2001).

Karola Stotz is an Australian Research Fellow at the University of Sydney in the project 'Postgenomic
Perspectives on Human Nature'. She is the editor of Genes, Genomes and Genetic Elements (2004),
Reconciling Nature and Nurture in the Study of Behavior and Cognition Research (with C. Allen, 2008) and
Philosophy in the Trenches: From Naturalized Philosophy to Experimental Philosophy (of Science) (2009).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nicole Oneal:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one having theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Genetics and Philosophy: An Introduction
(Cambridge Introductions to Philosophy and Biology) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.
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Rodney Mitchell:

Why? Because this Genetics and Philosophy: An Introduction (Cambridge Introductions to Philosophy and
Biology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt
you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

William Phillips:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Genetics and Philosophy: An
Introduction (Cambridge Introductions to Philosophy and Biology) is simple to create you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Emilie Lechner:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Genetics and Philosophy: An
Introduction (Cambridge Introductions to Philosophy and Biology).
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