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African American records of the Gold Rush are rare, as are underground railroad
accounts from those fleeing to freedom; yet here is the account of a self-taught
escaped slave and underground railroad worker who also succumbed to the lure
of the California Gold Rush. James Williams was all of these things and more, a
fascinating individual who in this memoir manages to cram more life into fewer
pages than almost anyone has before or since – a habit of traveling light that
served him well. We learn about Williams's birth and escape from the South and
his travels and exciting experiences on the West Coast in the mid-nineteenth
century. We become privy to his views on the many people he met, including
Chinese immigrants, and his observations on notable events of his time, such as
the Modoc War in California.
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African American records of the Gold Rush are rare, as are underground railroad accounts from those fleeing
to freedom; yet here is the account of a self-taught escaped slave and underground railroad worker who also
succumbed to the lure of the California Gold Rush. James Williams was all of these things and more, a
fascinating individual who in this memoir manages to cram more life into fewer pages than almost anyone
has before or since – a habit of traveling light that served him well. We learn about Williams's birth and
escape from the South and his travels and exciting experiences on the West Coast in the mid-nineteenth
century. We become privy to his views on the many people he met, including Chinese immigrants, and his
observations on notable events of his time, such as the Modoc War in California.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The most remarkable of all Gold Rush chronicles, being the adventures of an escaped slave in the mines of
California, and his later experiences. This is one to get!"—Council Fires: The Publication for Western
Americana Enthusiasts
(Council Fires)

About the Author

Malcolm J. Rohrbough is a professor of history at the University of Iowa. His books include Days of Gold:
The California Gold Rush and The American Nation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angel Sherrill:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Fugitive Slave in the Gold Rush: Life
and Adventures of James Williams (Blacks in the American West). All type of book could you see on many
options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Helen Perez:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Fugitive Slave in the Gold Rush: Life
and Adventures of James Williams (Blacks in the American West), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

William Kelley:

This Fugitive Slave in the Gold Rush: Life and Adventures of James Williams (Blacks in the American
West) is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
little bit of digest in reading this Fugitive Slave in the Gold Rush: Life and Adventures of James Williams
(Blacks in the American West) can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy
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to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean
in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life as well as knowledge.

Alfonso Unruh:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Fugitive Slave in the Gold Rush: Life and
Adventures of James Williams (Blacks in the American West) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Fugitive Slave in the Gold Rush: Life and Adventures of James Williams
(Blacks in the American West) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all
of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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