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Dorle Hellmuth argues that the nature of state responses to terrorism is shaped by
the particular governmental framework and process within which
counterterrorism measures are decided. Using four Western democracies as case
studies, Hellmuth measures effects of government structures on counterterrorism
decision-making processes and outcomes. In doing so, she examines how similar
or different the responses have been in four parliamentary and presidential
systems, and clears up common misperceptions about domestic counterterrorism
efforts on both sides of the Atlantic.

Each of Hellmuth's four case studies reviews the official constitutional powers
and informal relationships between executive and legislative branches, outlines
decision-making processes leading to counterterrorism policies and reforms since
9/11, and summarizes how structural factors influenced those processes. By
measuring and comparing structural effects, and by going beyond the common
U.S. and British focus to include counterterrorism decision-making in Germany
and France, Hellmuth shows that there are important similarities between those
governments designed to constrain executive power (Germany and the United
States) and those that facilitate executive power (France and Great Britain). Her
analysis further demonstrates that in presidential systems executive and
legislative branches have incentives to produce a steady stream of reforms, that
presidents have more opportunities than leaders of parliamentary systems to
expand their unilateral powers during times of crisis, and that choices designed to
strengthen presidential positions influence the direction, nature, and scope of
institutional reform.

Understanding the nature, scope, and trends of national decision-making
processes in Western democracies, Hellmuth contends, is imperative to
identifying new mechanisms for containing transnational terrorist networks
beyond national borders.
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Dorle Hellmuth argues that the nature of state responses to terrorism is shaped by the particular
governmental framework and process within which counterterrorism measures are decided. Using four
Western democracies as case studies, Hellmuth measures effects of government structures on
counterterrorism decision-making processes and outcomes. In doing so, she examines how similar or
different the responses have been in four parliamentary and presidential systems, and clears up common
misperceptions about domestic counterterrorism efforts on both sides of the Atlantic.

Each of Hellmuth's four case studies reviews the official constitutional powers and informal relationships
between executive and legislative branches, outlines decision-making processes leading to counterterrorism
policies and reforms since 9/11, and summarizes how structural factors influenced those processes. By
measuring and comparing structural effects, and by going beyond the common U.S. and British focus to
include counterterrorism decision-making in Germany and France, Hellmuth shows that there are important
similarities between those governments designed to constrain executive power (Germany and the United
States) and those that facilitate executive power (France and Great Britain). Her analysis further
demonstrates that in presidential systems executive and legislative branches have incentives to produce a
steady stream of reforms, that presidents have more opportunities than leaders of parliamentary systems to
expand their unilateral powers during times of crisis, and that choices designed to strengthen presidential
positions influence the direction, nature, and scope of institutional reform.

Understanding the nature, scope, and trends of national decision-making processes in Western democracies,
Hellmuth contends, is imperative to identifying new mechanisms for containing transnational terrorist
networks beyond national borders.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This excellent and well-written study is the first that analyzes and compares structural restraints on
counterterrorism responses in the U.S., Germany, Great Britain and France. For students of national security,
comparative politics and public policy this is a must read on how different governmental structures set the
parameters for the political debate on counterterrorism."—Harvey Rishikof, chair of the Advisory
Committee for the American Bar Association Standing Committee on Law and National Security

"Counterterrorism and the State is original in its focus on domestic governmental structures, presenting an
impressive and comprehensively researched comparative account of the development of national
counterterrorism policies after the attacks of 11 September 2001. It is needed and will be a welcome
contribution to the literature on comparative government."—Audrey Kurth Cronin, author of How Terrorism
Ends

About the Author
Dorle Hellmuth teaches politics at The Catholic University of America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Scott:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition info. Even you love Counterterrorism and the State: Western Responses to 9/11, you
could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Cora Spillane:

Beside this Counterterrorism and the State: Western Responses to 9/11 in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have Counterterrorism and the State: Western Responses to 9/11 because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
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questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as
read it from right now!

Charles Collier:

This Counterterrorism and the State: Western Responses to 9/11 is completely new way for you who has
attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Counterterrorism
and the State: Western Responses to 9/11 can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable
by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life and knowledge.

Robin Adams:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book
Counterterrorism and the State: Western Responses to 9/11 we can consider more advantage. Don't someone
to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Counterterrorism and
the State: Western Responses to 9/11. You can more inviting than now.
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