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Volume XXIX of Studies in Contemporary Jewry takes its title from a joke by
Groucho Marx: "I don't want to belong to any club that will accept me as a
member." The line encapsulates one of the most important characteristics of
Jewish humor: the desire to buffer oneself from potentially unsafe or awkward
situations, and thus to achieve social and emotional freedom. By studying the
history and development of Jewish humor, the essays in this volume not only
provide nuanced accounts of how Jewish humor can be described but also make a
case for the importance of humor in studying any culture.

A recent survey showed that about four in ten American Jews felt that "having a
good sense of humor" was "an essential part of what being Jewish means to
them," on a par with or exceeding caring for Israel, observing Jewish law, and
eating traditional foods. As these essays show, Jewish humor has served many
functions as a form of "insider" speech. It has been used to ridicule; to unite
people in the face of their enemies; to challenge authority; to deride politics and
politicians; in America, to ridicule conspicuous consumption; in Israel, to
contrast expectations of political normalcy and bitter reality. However, much of
contemporary Jewish humor is designed not only or even primarily as insider
speech. Rather, it rewards all those who get the punch line.

A Club of Their Own moves beyond general theorizing about the nature of Jewish
humor by serving a smorgasbord of finely grained, historically situated, and
contextualized interdisciplinary studies of humor and its consumption in Jewish
life in the modern world.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Georgia Martinez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this A Club of Their Own: Jewish Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studies in
Contemporary Jewry), you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Henry Reavis:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Club of Their Own:
Jewish Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studies in Contemporary Jewry), you are able to enjoy
both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Mildred Yen:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and A Club of Their Own: Jewish Humorists and
the Contemporary World (Studies in Contemporary Jewry) or maybe others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes A Club of Their Own: Jewish
Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studies in Contemporary Jewry) to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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Beverly McClendon:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book A
Club of Their Own: Jewish Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studies in Contemporary Jewry). You
can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can
bring you from one destination to other place.
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