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The young life of Daoud Hari–his friends call him David–has been one of
bravery and mesmerizing adventure. The Translator is a suspenseful, harrowing,
and deeply moving memoir of how one person has made a difference in the
world, an on-the-ground account of one of the biggest stories of our time: the
brutal genocide under way in Darfur.

In 2003, Daoud Hari, a Zaghawa tribesman, was among the hundreds of
thousands of villagers attacked and driven from their homes by Sudanese-
government-backed militia groups. Though Hari’s village was burned to the
ground, his family decimated and dispersed, he himself escaped, eventually
finding safety across the border. With his high school knowledge of languages,
Hari offered his services as a translator and guide. In doing so, however, he had
to return to the heart of darkness–and he has risked his life again and again to
help ensure that the story of his people is told while there is still time to save
them.
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The young life of Daoud Hari–his friends call him David–has been one of bravery and mesmerizing
adventure. The Translator is a suspenseful, harrowing, and deeply moving memoir of how one person has
made a difference in the world, an on-the-ground account of one of the biggest stories of our time: the brutal
genocide under way in Darfur.

In 2003, Daoud Hari, a Zaghawa tribesman, was among the hundreds of thousands of villagers attacked and
driven from their homes by Sudanese-government-backed militia groups. Though Hari’s village was burned
to the ground, his family decimated and dispersed, he himself escaped, eventually finding safety across the
border. With his high school knowledge of languages, Hari offered his services as a translator and guide. In
doing so, however, he had to return to the heart of darkness–and he has risked his life again and again to help
ensure that the story of his people is told while there is still time to save them.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. "Unique," a word avoided by most journalists, is just the first to describe this heart-stopping
memoir, written by a native Darfuri translator who, after escaping the massacre of his village by the
genocidal Janjaweed, returned to work with reporters and UN investigators in the riskiest of situations.
Taking readers far from their comfort zones, Hari charts the horrific landscape of genocide in the stories of
refugee camp survivors: "It is interesting how many ways there are for people to be hurt and killed, and for
villages to be terrorized and burned... I would say that these ways to die and suffer are unspeakable, and yet
they were spoken: we interviewed 1,134 human beings over the next weeks." Danger is rampant, especially
at border crossings, and the effect on outsiders is profound: "Some of the BBC people had to return to Chad,
where they were in a medical clinic for three days to recover from what they saw, and smelled, and learned."
Homey facts about the loyalty of camels, the pecking order in villages and vast family networks bring respite
from more dire tales, including Hari's long, multi-site imprisonment with a U.S. journalist and their Chadian
driver. The captives' endurance through uncertainty and torture is unbelievable, and their eventual rescue
reads like James Bond by way of boldface politicos like recent presidential contender Bill Richardson.
Throughout, Hari demonstrates almost incomprehensible decency; those with the courage to join Hari's
odyssey may find this a life-changing read. A helpful appendix provides a primer on the Darfur situation.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Daoud, a Zaghawa tribesman in northern Darfur, fled his village, which was under attack by Sudanese
militiamen, in 2003. His brother was killed and his family driven into exile across Sudan. Lamenting the
demise of old traditions that called for the settlement of disputes among ethnic groups with peaceable dinners
in one another’s homes, Daoud fought back in his efforts as a translator to help document the carnage in his
native land. In this first-person account, Daoud recalls imprisonment in Egypt, suffering in refugee camps,
and efforts by ordinary Sudanese to hold onto families and hope in the face of genocide. Daoud worked as a
translator for a British filmmaker and for award-winning reporters with the New York Times, Chicago
Tribune, and BBC. As a translator for UN investigators of genocide, Daoud listened to stories told slowly
and quietly, feeling emotions the tellers dared not let themselves feel. Daoud writes beautifully and
simply, offering insight, relaying the analysis of the reporters he worked with, and demonstrating the power
of a man emotionally vested in the story being told. --Vanessa Bush

Review
“Pure, candid and deeply moving.”
–New York Post

“[The Translator] may be the biggest small book of this year, or any year. In roughly two hundred pages of
simple, lucid prose, it lays open the Darfur genocide more intimately and powerfully than do a dozen books
by journalists or academic experts.”
–The Washington Post Book World

“A book of unusually humane power and astounding moral clarity.”
–Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

“This is a book every American should read. . . . In the spirit of courage and a desire to protect his people,
[Hari] has written an emotional yet gentle memoir.”
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–Deseret Morning News

“Heart-stopping . . . a life-changing read.”
–Publishers Weekly (starred review)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Neil Williams:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book The Translator: A Memoir was making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The e-book The Translator: A Memoir is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship with the book The Translator: A Memoir. You never truly feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Angela Gagne:

This The Translator: A Memoir book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular
The Translator: A Memoir without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't be worry The Translator: A Memoir can bring once you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The
Translator: A Memoir having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Larry Boggs:

The reserve untitled The Translator: A Memoir is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see
the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of The Translator: A Memoir from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Wilma Richards:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to
be go through. The Translator: A Memoir can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those
short extra time problems.
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