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Winner of the Graywolf Press Nonfiction Prize, a breathtaking elegy to the
waning days of human spaceflight as we have known it

In the 1960s, humans took their first steps away from Earth, and for a time our
possibilities in space seemed endless. But in a time of austerity and in the wake
of high-profile disasters like Challenger, that dream has ended. In early 2011,
Margaret Lazarus Dean traveled to Cape Canaveral for NASA's last three space
shuttle launches in order to bear witness to the end of an era. With Dean as our
guide to Florida's Space Coast and to the history of NASA, Leaving Orbit takes
the measure of what American spaceflight has achieved while reckoning with its
earlier witnesses, such as Norman Mailer, Tom Wolfe, and Oriana Fallaci. Along
the way, Dean meets NASA workers, astronauts, and space fans, gathering
possible answers to the question: What does it mean that a spacefaring nation
won't be going to space anymore?
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Editorial Review

Review

“Wonderfully evocative. . . . Ms. Dean writes with the passion of a lifelong lover of space exploration and an
ability to communicate, with tremendous kinetic power, the glory and danger of its missions.” ?Michiko
Kakutani, The New York Times

“Leaving Orbit is a long walk with a space enthusiast who has an eye and ear for detail, a gift for symbolism
and an urgent need to understand the end of an era in American space exploration. It is a frank look back and
a skeptical-but hopeful-look forward.” ?Houston Chronicle

“Sentimental and ferocious.” ?Star Tribune (Minneapolis)

“One of those books you can't put down, don't want to finish, and won't soon forget.” ?Kirkus Reviews,
starred review

“Thoughtful and provocative. . . . Mesmerizing. . . . Dean deftly captures the thrill and discovery of
American space exploration, as well as the disappointment and outrage she believes everyone should feel at
its ending.” ?Publishers Weekly, starred review

“[Dean's] account of her visits, mixed with historical perspective on the space program, allows readers not
only to visit Cape Canaveral while NASA was still sending Americans into space, but also to meet the
workers and space fans for whom the sky was never the limit. With the countdown clock no longer ticking,
Leaving Orbit offers a heartfelt eulogy for the dream and brief reality of American spaceflight.” ?Booklist

“In this eloquent farewell to NASA's space shuttle program, Margaret Lazarus Dean celebrates the
extraordinary optimism that lifted humans off the Earth, dreaming of worlds far beyond. Her passion for
cosmic travel is matched by her poetic vision of the past – once our future. If you lived it, you'll rejoice in the
memories; if you didn't, you'll wish you'd been there. Either way, you'll beg for more.” ?Lynn Sherr, author
of Sally Ride: America's First Woman in Space

“What is it about spaceflight that activates our hearts and asks our brains to yearn? And what does it mean
that we've now (mostly) stopped? Margaret Lazarus Dean wants to know--and so she goes to talk to Buzz
Aldrin, to watch the last launch of the shuttle, to talk to astronauts whose names most of us no longer
recognize. Dean digs deep and does not avert her gaze. She has the heart of a storyteller, the head of an
essayist, and a transcendent enthusiasm for American spaceflight. I came away from Leaving Orbit with a
renewed case of space brain, my heart once more in my throat.” ?Ander Monson

“The heroic tale of America's first space program--when patriotic cowboys in space suits rode Apollo rockets
to the moon--has been told many times, most swaggeringly by those journalistic Homers, Mailer and Wolfe.
The tale of America's second space program--less heroic than the first, more tragic, its most lasting images
those of the space shuttle Challenger exploding across a blue Florida sky--has been waiting for a different
sort of storyteller, an elegist. Here she is. Margaret Lazarus Dean has written the space shuttle the obituary it
deserves, documenting the program's final countdown in prose that makes you feel by turns wistful and
wonderstruck.” ?Donovan Hohn, author of Moby-Duck
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“Margaret Lazarus Dean is that rarest of hybrids, the dearest of hyphenates. She brings to science such
exquisite sentence making, to futurism the sound anchorage of the past, to space travel the tidings of personal
journey. Journalist, essayist, memoirist and storyteller--her prized text shows Americans, each and every,
how we came to be the ones we are. And where we're going. This is rocket science, reliable witness, replete
with poetry.” ?Thomas Lynch, author of The Undertaking

About the Author
Margaret Lazarus Dean is the author of The Time It Takes to Fall. She is a recipient of fellowships from
the NEA and the Tennessee Arts Commission and is an associate professor of English at the University of
Tennessee. She lives in Knoxville.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luke Shaffer:

The book Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book
Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a book Leaving Orbit: Notes
from the Last Days of American Spaceflight. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Richard Rhone:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Leaving Orbit: Notes from the
Last Days of American Spaceflight that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how
they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you may pick Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight become your starter.

Louetta Cantrell:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight this reserve
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of
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you.

Hye Elliott:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American
Spaceflight was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Leaving Orbit:
Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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