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As one of the most influential thinkers in Christian history, St. Augustine
(354–430) had a flair for teaching and meditated deeply on the mysteries of the
human heart. This study examines a little-known side of his career: his work as a
teacher of candidates for baptism.

ln the revised edition of this seminal book, both the text and notes have been
revised to better reflect the state of contemporary scholarship on Augustine,
liturgical studies, and the catechumenate, both ancient and modern. This edition
also includes new findings from some of the recently discovered sermons of
Augustine and incorporates new perspectives from recent research on early
Christian biblical interpretation, debates on the Trinity, the evolution of the
liturgy, and much more.

This reconstruction of Augustine’s catechumenate provides fresh perspectives on
the day-to-day life of the early church and on the vibrancy and eloquence of
Augustine the preacher and teacher.
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As one of the most influential thinkers in Christian history, St. Augustine (354–430) had a flair for teaching
and meditated deeply on the mysteries of the human heart. This study examines a little-known side of his
career: his work as a teacher of candidates for baptism.

ln the revised edition of this seminal book, both the text and notes have been revised to better reflect the state
of contemporary scholarship on Augustine, liturgical studies, and the catechumenate, both ancient and
modern. This edition also includes new findings from some of the recently discovered sermons of Augustine
and incorporates new perspectives from recent research on early Christian biblical interpretation, debates on
the Trinity, the evolution of the liturgy, and much more.

This reconstruction of Augustine’s catechumenate provides fresh perspectives on the day-to-day life of the
early church and on the vibrancy and eloquence of Augustine the preacher and teacher.
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Editorial Review

Review

This study of the ancient catechumenate in the first edition was already helpful to many people who were
working for the initiation of new Christians because it provided a way to see the practical pastoral reality of
their work from the point of view of another culture in another time. This revision has benefitted not only
from many reviewers' comments about that first edition but also from more than twenty years of Bill's
teaching, preaching, discussing, and celebrating the sacraments of initiation.
-From the foreword by Allan Fitzgerald, OSA

"Harmless has once more produced a very readable descriptive history with broad appeal that is of value to
experts but deliberately written in a style that is accessible to nonspecialists."
Paul R. Kolbet, Catholic Historical Review

"This landmark book is a mini-course in why catechumenate remains so promising for the Church's future. It
should be in the hands of all responsible for shaping initiation ministry."
Michael Cameron, associate professor at the University of Portland, Pastoral Liturgy

"Harmless has scourged the corpus of Augustine to find every scrap of evidence useful for understanding his
catechumenate; these sources are summarized in a series of helpful charts, enabling the interested reader to
delve easily into the original texts themselves. Bill was a master teacher; that skill is evident in this book not
least of all in the clarity of his exposition and in the pedagogical care with which the material is presented."
Mark DelCogliano, University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota, American Benedictine Review

From the Back Cover
St. Augustine (354-430), a theologian whose views and controversies shaped the course of Christianity in the
West, was also a struggling North African pastor who had a flair for teaching and who meditated deeply on
the complexities of the human heart. This study examines a little-known side of Augustine; his work as a
teacher of candidates for baptism. It reconstructs the experience of the ancient catechumenate. The portrait is
relevant to all those involved with the RCIApastors, DREs, catechists, liturgists.

About the Author

William Harmless, SJ (1953–2014), was professor of historical theology and patristic studies at Creighton
University. His other books include Desert Christians: An Introduction to the Literature of Early
Monasticism, Augustine in His Own Words, and Mystics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Armstrong:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
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learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading whatever they
take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading through
a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Augustine and the Catechumenate.

Allison Sala:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Augustine and the Catechumenate, you
may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Gwen Anderson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Augustine and the Catechumenate can give you a lot
of pals because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Augustine and the Catechumenate.

Paul Avila:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
known as of book Augustine and the Catechumenate. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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