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In A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare stages the workings of love.
Theseus and Hippolyta, about to marry, are figures from mythology. In the
woods outside Theseus’ Athens, two young men and two young women sort
themselves out into couples—but not before they form first one love triangle, and
then another.

Also in the woods, the king and queen of fairyland, Oberon and Titania, battle
over custody of an orphan boy; Oberon uses magic to make Titania fall in love
with a weaver named Bottom, whose head is temporarily transformed into that of
a donkey by a hobgoblin or “puck,” Robin Goodfellow. Finally, Bottom and his
companions ineptly stage the tragedy of “Pyramus and Thisbe.”

The authoritative edition of A Midsummer Night's Dream from The Folger
Shakespeare Library, the trusted and widely used Shakespeare series for students
and general readers, includes:

-The exact text of the printed book for easy cross-reference
-Hundreds of hypertext links for instant navigation
-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play
-Full explanatory notes conveniently linked to the text of the play
-Scene-by-scene plot summaries
-A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases
-An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language
-An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on
the play
-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books
-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Catherine Belsey

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s
largest collection of Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare
scholars from around the globe. In addition to exhibitions open to the public
throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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In A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare stages the workings of love. Theseus and Hippolyta, about to
marry, are figures from mythology. In the woods outside Theseus’ Athens, two young men and two young
women sort themselves out into couples—but not before they form first one love triangle, and then another.

Also in the woods, the king and queen of fairyland, Oberon and Titania, battle over custody of an orphan
boy; Oberon uses magic to make Titania fall in love with a weaver named Bottom, whose head is
temporarily transformed into that of a donkey by a hobgoblin or “puck,” Robin Goodfellow. Finally, Bottom
and his companions ineptly stage the tragedy of “Pyramus and Thisbe.”

The authoritative edition of A Midsummer Night's Dream from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted
and widely used Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-The exact text of the printed book for easy cross-reference
-Hundreds of hypertext links for instant navigation
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-Full explanatory notes conveniently linked to the text of the play
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The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s largest collection of
Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to
exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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Editorial Review

Review
`The commentary is admirably lucid and undogmatic on textual variants ... The introduction is of the kind
that ponders and explores. Holland's method is to take each aspect or element of the play and consider it in
the light of earlier traditions ... his critical position emerges unobtrusively but persuasively from the attested
facts.' M.M. Mahoud, YES, 27, 1996

From the Publisher
An exciting new edition of the complete works of Shakespeare with these features: Illustrated with
photographs from New York Shakespeare Festival productions, vivid readable readable introductions for
each play by noted scholar David Bevington, a lively personal foreword by Joseph Papp, an insightful essay
on the play in performance, modern spelling and pronunciation, up-to-date annotated bibliographies, and
convenient listing of key passages.

From the Inside Flap
Magic, love spells, and an enchanted wood provide the materials for one of Shakespeare's most delightful
comedies. When four young lovers, fleeing the Athenian law and their own mismatched rivalries, take to the
forest of Athens, their lives become entangled with a feud between the King and Queen of the Fairies. Some
Athenian tradesmen, rehearsing a play for the forthcoming wedding of Duke Theseus and his bride,
Hippolyta, unintentionally add to the hilarity. The result is a marvelous mix-up of desire and enchantment,
merriment and farce, all touched by Shakespeare's inimitable vision of the intriguing relationship between art
and life, dreams and the waking world.
Each Edition Includes:
- Comprehensive explanatory notes
- Vivid introductions and the most up-to-date scholarship
- Clear, modernized spelling and punctuation, enabling contemporary readers to understand the Elizabethan
English
- Completely updated, detailed bibliographies and performance histories
- An interpretive essay on film adaptations of the play, along with an extensive filmography

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dick McAlister:

Precisely why? Because this A Midsummer Night's Dream (Folger Shakespeare Library) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret
it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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Mary Oropeza:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking A Midsummer Night's Dream
(Folger Shakespeare Library) that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then
how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you may pick A Midsummer Night's Dream (Folger Shakespeare Library) become your starter.

Walter Miller:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually A Midsummer Night's Dream (Folger
Shakespeare Library) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Shawna Vaughn:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book A Midsummer Night's Dream (Folger
Shakespeare Library) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency
is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book
and go through it. Beside that the guide A Midsummer Night's Dream (Folger Shakespeare Library) can to
be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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